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§555.10

been granted] EXEMPTED PURSUANT TO
NHTSA EXEMPTION NO.

(Secs. 114, 119, Pub. L. 89-563, 80 Stat. 718 (15
U.S.C. 1403, 1408); sec. 3, Pub. L. 92-548, 86
Stat. 1159 (15 U.S.C. 1410); secs. 102, 105, Pub.
L. 92-513, 86 Stat. 947 (15 U.S.C. 1912, 1915);
delegations of authority at 49 CFR 1.50 and
501.8)

[38 FR 2694, Jan. 29, 1973, as amended at 50
FR 10772, Mar. 18, 1985; 60 FR 1750, Jan. 5,
1995]

§555.10 Availability for public inspec-
tion.

(a) Information relevant to an appli-
cation under this part, including the
application and supporting data,
memoranda of informal meetings with
the applicant or any other interested
person, and the grant or denial of the
application, is available for public in-
spection, except as specified in para-
graph (b) of this section, in Room PIL.-
401 (Docket Management), 400 Seventh
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590.
Copies of available information may be
obtained, as provided in Part 7 of the
regulations of the Office of the Sec-
retary of Transportation (49 CFR part
7.

(b) Except for the release of confiden-
tial information authorized by part 512
of this chapter, information made
available for inspection under para-
graph (a) shall not include materials
not relevant to the petition for which
confidentiality is requested and grant-
ed in accordance with 49 U.S.C. 30166
and 30167 and section 552(b) of title 5 of
the U.S.C.).

[38 FR 2694, Jan. 29, 1973, as amended at 46
FR 2064, Jan. 8, 1981; 48 FR 44081, Sept. 27,
1983; 63 FR 44173, Aug. 18, 1998; 64 FR 2862,
Jan. 19, 1999]

Subpart B—Vehicles Built In Two or
More Stages and Altered Vehicles

SOURCE: 70 FR 7429, Feb. 14, 2005, unless
otherwise noted.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 7429, Feb.
14, 2005, subpart B, consisting of §§555.11
through 555.18 was added, effective Sept. 1,
2006.

§555.11 Application.

This subpart applies to alterers and
manufacturers of motor vehicles built
in two or more stages to which one or

49 CFR Ch. V (10-1-05 Edition)

more standards are applicable. No man-
ufacturer or alterer that produces or
alters a total exceeding 10,000 motor
vehicles annually shall be eligible for a
temporary exemption under this sub-
part. Any exemption granted under
this subpart shall be limited, per man-
ufacturer, to 2,500 vehicles to be sold in
the United States in any 12 consecutive
month period. Nothing in this subpart
prohibits an alterer, an intermediate
manufacturer, a manufacturer of in-
complete vehicles other than chassis-
cabs, or a final-stage manufacturer
from applying for a temporary exemp-
tion under subpart A of this part.

§555.12 Petition for exemption.

An alterer, intermediate or final-
stage manufacturer, or industry trade
association representing a group of
alterers, intermediate and/or final-
stage manufacturers may seek, as to
any vehicle configuration built in two
or more stages, a temporary exemption
or a renewal of a temporary exemption
from any performance requirement for
which a Federal motor vehicle safety
standard specifies the use of a dynamic
crash test procedure to determine com-
pliance. Each petition for an exemp-
tion under this section must be sub-
mitted to NHTSA and must:

(a) Be written in the English lan-
guage;

(b) Be submitted in three copies to:
Administrator, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, 400 Seventh
St., SW., Washington, DC 20590;

(c) State the full name and address of
the applicant, the nature of its organi-
zation (e.g., individual, partnership,
corporation, or trade association), the
name of the State or country under the
laws of which it is organized, and the
name of each alterer, or intermediate
and/or final-stage manufacturer for
which the exemption is sought;

(d) State the number, title, para-
graph designation, and the text or sub-
stance of the portion(s) of the stand-
ard(s) from which the exemption is
sought;

(e) Describe by type and use each ve-
hicle configuration (or range of vehicle
configurations) for which the exemp-
tion is sought;

(f) State the estimated number of
units of each vehicle configuration to
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be produced annually by each of the
manufacturer(s) for whom the exemp-
tion is sought;

(g) Specify any part of the informa-
tion and data submitted which the pe-
titioner requests be withheld from pub-
lic disclosure in accordance with part
512 of this chapter, as provided by
§555.5(b)(6).

(1) The information and data which
petitioner requests be withheld from
public disclosure must be submitted in
accordance with §512.4 of this chapter.

(2) The petitioner’s request for with-
holding from public disclosure must be
accompanied by a certification in sup-
port as set forth in appendix A to part
512 of this chapter.

§555.13 Basis for petition.

The petition shall:

(a) Discuss any factors (e.g., demand
for the vehicle configuration, loss of
market, difficulty in procuring goods
and services necessary to conduct dy-
namic crash tests) that the applicant
desires NHTSA to consider in deciding
whether to grant the application based
on economic hardship.

(b) Explain the grounds on which the
applicant asserts that the application
of the dynamic crash test requirements
of the standard(s) in question to the ve-
hicles covered by the application would
cause substantial economic hardship to
each of the manufacturers on whose be-
half the application is filed, providing
a complete financial statement for
each manufacturer and a complete de-
scription of each manufacturer’s good
faith efforts to comply with the stand-
ards, including a discussion of:

(1) The extent that no Type (1) or
Type (2) statement with respect to
such standard is available in the in-
complete vehicle document furnished,
per part 568 of this chapter, by the in-
complete vehicle manufacturer or by a
prior intermediate-stage manufacturer
or why, if one is available, it cannot be
followed, and

(2) The existence, or lack thereof, of
generic or cooperative testing that
would provide a Dbasis for dem-
onstrating compliance with the stand-
ard(s);

(c) Explain why the requested tem-
porary exemption would not unreason-
ably degrade safety.

§555.18

§555.14 Processing of petitions.

The Administrator shall notify the
petitioner whether the petition is com-
plete within 30 days of receipt. The Ad-
ministrator shall attempt to approve
or deny any complete petition sub-
mitted under this subpart within 120
days after the agency acknowledges
that the application is complete. Upon
good cause shown, the Administrator
may review a petition on an expedited
basis.

§555.15 Time period for exemptions.

Subject to §555.16, each temporary
exemption granted by the Adminis-
trator under this subpart shall be in ef-
fect for a period of three years from the
effective date. The Administrator shall
identify each exemption by a unique
number.

§555.16 Renewal of exemptions.

An alterer, intermediate or final-
stage manufacturer or a trade associa-
tion representing a group of alterers
or, intermediate and/or final-stage
manufacturers may apply for a renewal
of a temporary exemption. Any such
renewal petition shall be filed at least
60 days prior to the termination date of
the existing exemption and shall in-
clude all the information required in
an initial petition. If a petition for re-
newal of a temporary exemption that
meets the requirements of this subpart
has been filed not later than 60 days be-
fore the termination date of an exemp-
tion, the exemption does not terminate
until the Administrator grants or de-
nies the petition for renewal.

§555.17 Termination of temporary ex-
emptions.

The Administrator may terminate or
modify a temporary exemption if (s)he
determines that:

(a) The temporary exemption was
granted on the basis of false, fraudu-
lent, or misleading representations or
information; or

(b) The temporary exemption is no
longer consistent with the public inter-
est and the objectives of the Act.

§555.18 Temporary exemption labels.

An alterer or final-stage manufac-
turer of a vehicle that is covered by
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